
    An Advisory To Licensees . . . . . .from the  
         NC Board of Funeral Service 

 

Please visit the Board website at www.ncbfs.org for links to current, critical 
sources of information regarding the Board’s programs and services. 

 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION & UPDATES FOR LICENSEES 
 

 

Legislation with Impact on Funeral Licensees 
 
At its March 8, 2023, meeting, the NC Board of Funeral Service heard a report on pending legislation affecting 
North Carolina’s funeral profession from the Executive Director.  The report included two bills that have been 
introduced in either the House of Representatives or the Senate.  One has to do with penalties for the illegal 
sale of embalming fluid for purposes other than the preservation of a decedent.  The other concerns changes to 
the law governing funeral processions.   
 
Since the Board meeting, we have learned of additional legislation in which you may have an interest.  These 
bills concern payments by the Chief Medical Examiner to Funeral Directors for the transport of decedents under 
certain circumstances; a proposal to repeal the privilege tax imposed on funeral licensees; and an expansion in 
the kinds of professionals who may be appointed as a county medical examiner. 
 
For your convenience, we have listed below the specific bill number so that you can visit the website for the NC 
General Assembly at www.ncleg.gov.  From their homepage, enter the bill number in the upper right-hand space 
that’s provided for searching introduced legislation.  You can then access a summary for some of the bills which 
will provide you an overview of the proposed legislation, or click on the word “Filed” for the complete bill text. 
 
S268   Pay Funeral Directors for Transporting Dead Bodies 
H251  Amend Funeral Procession Law 
H278  The Rakim Shackleford Embalming Fluid Act 
H335  No Privilege Tax for Certain Professions 
H190  Section 6.2 G.S. 130A-382 – page 9 of H190  
 
These bills are currently tracking through both chambers of the General Assembly with appropriate committee 
assignments and hearings.  As we learn more information regarding floor votes on these legislative proposals, 
we will keep you informed.   
 
 

Preneed Surety Bond Requirements 
 

In July 2018, we offered a summary of the amendments to the NC Funeral Practice Act that were part of House 
Bill 529 which was ratified in October 2018.  Among its provisions was information regarding the time period 
for holding a preneed surety bond which was reduced from five (5) years to two (2) years.  We understand that 
some preneed establishments may not be aware of this change, and we are reminding all preneed 
establishments of the current requirement which is summarized below: 
 

http://www.ncbfs.org/
http://www.ncleg.gov/


NC Gen. Stat. § 90-210.67   Preneed Licensure  
 

Preneed Establishments licensed after 2008 must hold a preneed surety bond for at least $50,000 for a period of 
at least 2 years, provided that the Board may require the bond to be held for 5 years or may allow for a waiver 
after 1 year upon proof of solvency to the satisfaction of the Board.   
 

Prior to October 2018, preneed establishments were required to maintain a $50,000 preneed surety bond for 
the first five years of licensure but allowed establishments to request a waiver after 1 year upon demonstrating 
solvency. 
 

Please visit the Board website at www.ncbfs.org and click the Laws and Rules tab to access NCGS 90-210.67, 
Application for Licensure, subsection (b) for the full text of the surety bond requirement. 
 
 

Monthly Cremation Reports Portal 
 

In January 2021, the Board launched a new portal for the submission of monthly cremation reports and fees in 
an ongoing effort to streamline the procedures for mandatory reporting to the Board.  The online portal is 
convenient, it’s secure, and it’s an efficient way to submit your monthly cremation reports and fees.  Thus far, 
approximately 50% of all licensed crematories are using the portal, and the Board encourages those crematories 
not using the portal for their monthly submissions to please consider doing so.  By using the Cremations Report 
Portal, you significantly reduce the risk of a late submission and late fees for cremations you have performed 
during the month.  You also have immediate documentation of the date and time of your submission to the 
Board. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
March 11th is National Funeral Director and Mortician Recognition Day. It is a day set aside by Congress in 
2008, “to pay tribute to funeral directors and morticians who, day in and day out, assist our Nation’s families 
in their times of sadness and grief and help families mourn a death and celebrate a life.” 
“In honor of your dedication, compassion, tireless service to families, and sacrifices made every day, we thank 
you. You are always there providing comfort and guidance during their time of loss, and you help ease the 
burden of families by unselfishly giving of your time. Thank you for all you have done, will do, and most 
importantly, what you are doing today.”                     [Sentiment Expressed by The Dallas Institute of Funeral Service) 

 

http://www.ncbfs.org/

