
Article 13A. 

Practice of Funeral Service. 

§ 90-210.18: Repealed by Session Laws 2004-192, s. 1, effective January 1, 2005.

§ 90-210.lSA. Board of Funeral Service created; qualifications; vacancies; removal.
(a) The General Assembly declares that the practice of funeral service affects the public health, safety, and welfare and is subject to

regulation and control in the public interest. The public interest requires that only qualified persons be permitted to practice funeral service in 
North Carolina and that the profession merit the confidence of the public. This Article shall be liberally construed to accomplish these ends. 

(b) The North Carolina Board of Funeral Service is created and shall regulate the practice of funeral service in this State. The Board
shall have nine members as follows: 

(1) Four members appointed by the Governor from nominees recommended by the North Carolina Funeral Directors
Association, Inc. These members shall be persons licensed under this Article.

(2) Two members appointed by the Governor from nominees recommended by the Funeral Directors & Morticians
Association of North Carolina, Inc. These members shall be persons licensed under this Article.

(3) One member appointed by the Governor who is licensed under this Article and who is not affiliated with any funeral
service trade association.

(4) One member appointed by the General Assembly, upon the recommendation of the President Pro Tempore of the Senate.
This member shall be a person who is not licensed under this Article or employed by a person who is licensed under this
Article.

(5) One member appointed by the General Assembly, upon the recommendation of the Speak.er of the House of
Representatives. This member shall be a person who is not licensed under this Article or employed by a person who is
licensed under this Article.

Members of the Board shall serve staggered three-year terms, ending on December 31 of the last year of the term or when a successor has 
been duly appointed, whichever is later. No member may serve more than two complete consecutive terms. 

( c) Vacancies. - A vacancy shall be filled in the same manner as the original appointment, except that all unexpired terms of Board
members appointed by the General Assembly shall be filled in accordance with G.S. 120-122. Appointees to fill vacancies shall serve the 
remainder of the unexpired term and until their successors have been duly appointed and qualified. 

( d) Removal. - The Board may remove any of its members for neglect of duty, incompetence, or unprofessional conduct. A member
subject to disciplinary proceedings as a licensee shall be disqualified from participating in the official business of the Board until the charges 
have been resolved. (2004-192, s. 2; 2007-531, s. 1.) 

§ 90-210.19. Board members' oath of office.
The members of said Board, before entering upon their duties, shall take and subscribe to the oath of office prescribed for other State

officers, which said oath shall be administered by a person qualified to administer such oath and shall be filed in the office of the Secretary of 
State. (1901, c. 338, ss. 3, 4; Rev., s. 4385; C.S., s. 6778; 1945, c. 98, s. 2; 1949, c. 951, s. 2; 1957, c. 1240, s. 2; 1969, c. 584, s. l; 1973, c. 
476,s. 128; 1975,c. 571J 

§ 90-210.20. Definitions.
(a) "Advertisement" means the publication, dissemination, circulation or placing before the public, or causing directly or indirectly to

be made, published, disseminated or placed before the public, any announcement or statement in a newspaper, magazine, or other publication, 
or in the form of a book, notice, circular, pamphlet, letter, handbill, poster, bill, sign, placard, card, label or tag, or over any radio, television 
station, or electronic medium. 

(b) "Board" means the North Carolina Board of Funeral Service.
(c) "Burial" includes interment in any form, cremation and the transportation of the dead human body as necessary therefor.
(cl) "Chapel" means a chapel ·or other facility separate from the funeral establishment premises for the primary purpose of reposing of

dead human bodies, visitation or funeral ceremony that is owned, operated, or maintained by a funeral establishment under this Article, and 
that does not use the word "funeral" in its name, on a sign, in a directory, in advertising or in any other manner; in which or on the premises 
of which there is not displayed any caskets or other funeral merchandise; in which or on the premises of which there is not located any 
preparation room; and which no owner, operator, employee, or agent thereof represents the chapel to be a funeral establishment. 

(c2) "Dead human bodies", as used in this Article includes fetuses beyond the second trimester and the ashes from cremated bodies. 
(d) "Embalmer" means any person engaged in the practice of embalming.
(e) "Embalming" means the preservation and disinfection or attempted preservation and disinfection of dead human bodies by

application of chemicals externally or internally or both and the practice of restorative art including the restoration or attempted restoration of 
the appearance of a dead human body. Embalming shall not include the washing or use of soap and water to cleanse or prepare a dead human 
body for disposition by the authorized agents, family, or friends of the deceased who do so privately without pay or as part of the ritual 
washing and preparation of dead human bodies prescribed by religious practices; provided, that no dead human body shall be handled in a 
manner inconsistent with G.S. B0A-395. 

(f) "Funeral directing" means engaging in the practice of funeral service except embalming.
(g) "Funeral director" means any person engaged in the practice of funeral directing.
(h) "Funeral establishment" means every place or premises devoted to or used in the care, arrangement and preparation for the funeral

and final disposition of dead human bodies and maintained for the convenience of the public in connection with dead human bodies or as the 
place for carrying on the practice of funeral service. 

(i) "Funeral service licensee" means a person who is duly licensed and engaged in the practice of funeral service.
G) "Funeral service" means the aggregate of all funeral service licensees and their duties and responsibilities in connection with the

funeral as an organized, purposeful, time-limited, flexible, group-centered response to death. 
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